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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead Hall Monday, 7th September 

2015 at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Ken Lloyd (Chairman): Mesdames Capstick-Dale, Ellis, McGee (part), Ramsay, Messrs 

Hayden, Master, Sadler, Warwick. Also present: Beverley Palmer (Clerk). 

 

In attendance: Hilary Allom - Chair of School Governors (part); David Van Dyk (District Councillor); 

Anthea Brooks (Temporary Clerk); members of the public x1. 

 

The Chairman welcomed visitors to the Meeting. He explained that Mrs Allom was present to give an 

update about the school and this was agreed. 

 

Mrs Allom explained that the school was just coming out of a difficult time, that it is receiving a lot of 

help and has made good progress. She invited Councillors to visit to see for themselves. It was noted 

that the current role is 44 pupils in two classes. The Chairman thanked Mrs Allom for the update and 

congratulated her on all her efforts; he thanked her on behalf of the village for supporting the school 

through its difficulties. 

 

Mrs Allom left the Meeting. 

 

The Chairman invited Cllr van Dyk to speak. He explained that one of the issues for Mendip is 

Planning Enforcement and this was discussed; he went on to update Members on the discussions 

between Mendip and South Somerset on combining some services. He suggested that the PC could 

apply a grant through Mendip’s Legacy Fund (see Parish Councils Bulletin) towards the Market Place 

shelter.  

 

1. Apologies for absence – Cliff Garrod (holiday). 

 

2. Declarations of Interest ‒ None declared. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 3rd August 2015 
Agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

4. Clerks Report & Items for Information – noted. 

Letter and emails ‒ As directed at the meeting 3-8-15. 

Speed Watch – Police emailed regarding training for 2 volunteers; no reply at date. 

Website ‒ Ongoing. 

Get up to Speed – Leaflet drop will be done towards the end-September. The Clerk will 

prepare these, along with one to cover dog fouling (see below). 

Dog fouling ‒ Special feature on Visit Nunney and a leaflet will also be delivered (see Get-up-

to-speed above). The Dog Warden will arrange cleaning of Castle Street. And if the Council 

provides a list she will put up (or renew) dog fouling signs.  

Waste bins ‒ Delivery of the 3 new bins imminent; Market Place bin yet to be installed. A fox 

has been scavenging food from the bin at OQG and a piece of mesh has been tacked over the 

opening. 

Tree survey ‒ A site visit was carried out with Vincent Cainey, aboriculturist. The work is 

expected to take 2 days at £300 /day, plus cost of digital mapping and tags. These costs were 

noted and agreed and the Clerk was asked to progress. Action: Clerk. 

Bus service (forwarded to Councillors) – Somerset County Council are to subsidise a 

provisional service (#162) starting 23rd August, to run between Frome and Shepton Mallet. It 

will be operated by Frome Minibuses.   

Guard House – Two builders contacted, but site visit yet to take place. 

Charity Commission – Acknowledgement that “The Russell Field” does not have its own bank 

account. 
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Playground – Slide and bolts to swings to be addressed. Action: RS. 

Wall to Nunney Brook – The Clerk has contacted the Environment Agency and MDC asking 

for suggestions on how to deal with the collapsing wall at The Dipping Place. 

Flood Alert for evening of 25-8-15 (notified by Francis). 

The Pensions Regulator – The Parish Council is required to comply with automatic enrolment 

into a pension scheme for all eligible employees, or those that request it (compulsory from 1-4-

16). Accordingly, the Clerk has registered Nunney Parish Council with NEST, the pension 

provider set up by the Government for small employers. 

Vacancy for a Councillor – For personal reasons Jo Mackenzie has resigned. The Clerk has 

advised MDC of the Casual Vacancy which has been advertised to electors. 

Trough at the burial ground – Richard Masters has kindly repaired the leak; the Clerk will 

purchase a replacement padlock 

Glebe land - The Chairman advised that Barrett’s have an option on the glebe land off Green 

Pits Lane and that they may be considering a new planning application.  

Clerk has leave to use which she will take during September and October. 

 

5. Correspondence – noted.  

Rural Service Network ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Plunkett Foundation ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Campaign to Protect Rural England ‒ Campaign information/online newsletter and magazine 

forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Community Council for Somerset ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

MDC (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Local Plan part II. i) Request for information on 

“what makes your village special”. ii) Consultation dates. There is a session at Nunney Village 

Hall on 29-10-15, which Councillors are encouraged to attend. 

MDC (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Parishes Information Bulletin for August 2015. 

Mendip Community Transport – The Clerk explained that new minibuses are being obtained 

and it is planned to use them to help villages with their rural transport needs. It was agreed that 

Ken Lloyd would represent the Parish to see if a shopper’s service can be established for 

Saturdays (and Sundays). The Clerk was asked to contact MCT. Action: Clerk (KL). 

Somerset Playing Fields Association (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Details of the 

Annual Meeting on 1-9-15. No one is able to attend. 

Somerset Waste Partnership (by email, forwarded to Councillors)  - August briefing notes. 

Trudoxhill Parish Council (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Details of a training date on 

how to carry out playground inspections. No one was able to attend.  

Community Council for Somerset (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Invitation to The 

Somerset Rural Council 15-10-15 at Edington Village Hall. No one is able to attend. 

Mendip Citizens Advice (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Notification that the mobile 

van will cease in October 2015, and that the service to Nunney will stop immediately. Visit 

Nunney and Postlebury News advised.  

Mindline Somerset (by email, forwarded to Councillors) – Details of their service supporting 

people with mental health issues in Somerset. Details displayed on the notice boards. 

MDC (by email) – Link to the Agenda for the Standards Committee on 7-9-15. 

The Pensions Regulator (by email) – News-by-email update. 

Email request for information on how to get permission to create off-road parking at a house in 

Nunney; referred to MDC. 

Grant Thornton – Notification of the satisfactory audit of accounts for 2014-15. Notice of 

Conclusion of Audit displayed n notice boards; Annual Audit displayed online. 

 

6. Bike Track 
i) An incident of fly tipping occurred at the bike track - items including corrugated iron and 

(what appears to be) bonded asbestos sheet were dumped. This seems to be malicious and 

has been reported to the police. 

ii) The Chairman has received aggressive visits from members of the public over the bike 

track. This was noted and Mrs Capstick-Dale will speak (informally) to John Gould. 
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iii) Fencing to southern boundary. It was agreed to accept a quote from Valley Sawmills for 

post and rails of £485 inc VAT. Action: Clerk.  

iv) Ken Lloyd gave an update on progress and this was discussed. It was agreed unanimously 

to ask Richard Payne, who prepared the planning application, to do a day’s work to give 

advice by way of support to the volunteers. Action: Clerk. 

 

7. Market Place 

i) A pre-application enquiry has been raised (2015/1973/PREAPP) and a case officer 

appointed. However, The Senior Planning Officer now agrees that a planning application 

may not be needed as the provision of a shelter is within the permitted activities of the 

Parish Council.  

ii) Second quote for works is needed. (Action: CG.) Meanwhile, Sue Ellis will contact Valley 

Sawmills to get a quote for the woodwork. Action: SE. 

iii) Mr Lloyd has raised the cash short-fall with the NCA who may be willing to help. It was 

also agreed to apply for a grant from Mendip’s Legacy Fund (Cllr van Dyk will help if 

required). Action: SE/PM. 

 

8. Playing Field 

The annual playing field inspection was noted. Whilst there is no immediate action needed, the 

Clerk asked that the goalmouths be repaired before they become an issue. This was discussed 

and it was agreed to reseed them to see if this will help. Action: RM/RS.  

 

9. Rumble Strips on Roads into the Village 

There are rumble strip on Frome Road but not on any of the other access roads. It was agreed to 

ask Highways if these can be provided. Action: Clerk. 

 

David van Dyk left the Meeting. 

 

10. Finance 
£3,000 transferred (online) to the current account 3-8-15.  

i) Online Banking 

Forms signed to authorize Ken Lloyd, Sue Ellis and Sheelagh Capstick-Dale as online 

delegates. Action: Clerk to return to TSB. 

ii) Bank Signatories.  

Change of signatories form completed to add Lisa Ramsay and Ron Warwick (also Cliff 

Garrod - when he returns from holiday) to the bank signatories and to remove Anthony 

Allom, Jeremy Gaunt, Freda Hannam and Judith Beresford. 

iii) Accounts for Payment: 

Cheque 1333 ‒ £  78.00   Playsafety Ltd (Playing field inspection for 2015) 

Cheque 1334 ‒ £480.00 Parsons Landscapes Ltd (grass cutting & weeding Aug 

2015) 

Cheque 1335 ‒ £418.39 Beverley Palmer (Clerk’s salary for August and admin costs 

£47.80) 

Cheque 1336 ‒ £  45.34 Bristol Wessex Billing Services Ltd (water to OQG (£21.36) 

& burial ground (£23.98) for period 31-1 to 17-8 2015 

Cheque 1337 ‒ £240.00  Grant Thornton UK LLP (Audit of accounts 2014-15) 

ii) Receipts: 

£    5.98  Bank interest (August 2015) 

 

11. Rights of Way ‒ Nothing to report 
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12. Reports from Organisations and Associations 

i) NCA ‒ The Fayre had a bumper year; takings on car parking were particularly good. 

ii) Village Hall ‒ Installing water butts could be considered to catch the water from the roof 

for the allotments. Action: KL. 

iii) Police ‒ There have been a number of thefts of garden ornaments, planters and so on from 

outside properties; Mrs Capstick-Dale as encouraged residents to report these to the 

police. 

 

13. Items for Next Meeting - Resident’s waste bins (RW); internet access (FH); mobile phone 

coverage (FH); police liaison (SCD); Q2 accounts (Clerk). 

 

14. Date of Next Meeting – 5th October 2015 at 7.30pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 


