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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead Hall Tuesday, 7th April 2015 at 

7.30pm. 

 

Present: Ken Lloyd (Chairman); Mesdames, Capstick-Dale, Ellis, Hannam, Ramsay; Messrs Allom, 

Gaunt, Hayden (part), Masters.  

 

Also present: Cllr Gloria Cawood (part). In attendance: members of the public x 4. 

 

The Chairman welcomed visitors to the Meeting and invited Cllr Cawood to speak.  

 

Cllr Cawood advised that having been a councillor for 32 years she is not standing for re-election and 

thanked Members and the Clerk for their support. 

 

In reply, the Chairman thanked Cllr Cawood for her efforts for Nunney over the years. 

 

1. Apologies for absence – None. 

Pia McGee did not attend.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest ‒ None declared. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 2nd March 2015 
Agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

4. Clerks Report & Items for Information – noted. 

Letters, emails etc – As directed at the Meeting 2-3-15.  

The Dipping Place ‒ The owner of the shed has been asked to remove it and some tidying in 

the area has been completed. However it is noted that more rubbish has appeared; Mr Masters 

offered to remove some of it. 

Allotments ‒ i) The plot holders have asked to pay £7/plot/year regardless of plot size; this was 

discussed and agreed. ii) The Council also agreed that a shed can be erected on the site. 

Annual Parish Meeting ‒ The guest speaker will be Jemma Whitburn. The Clerk passed flyers 

to Councillors for distribution. 

Burial Ground ‒ i) Fly-tipping. Ironing board removed to the tip. ii) Water leak identified on 

the trough; Mr Masters has offered to repair it. iii) Requests (two) to inter ashes in existing 

graves. 

Election notices for upcoming District and Parish elections posted on the notice boards. 

Notice Board at the school ‒ Continuing problems with notices being removed. 

Grass cutting and weeding contract ‒ First cuts of the season completed. 

Potholes on Berry Hill and Ridgeway Lane (by the cemetery) reported to Highways. 

Ditch at the Village Hall ‒ Village Hall made aware that the ditch is their responsibility;  the 

original conveyance for the land clearly shows the ditch as being the boundary (all the way from 

the road). 

First Aid Courses ‒ The series of five courses is now completed with 30 to 40 attendees per 

session; it was agreed to send a letter of thanks to the organizers. 

Scramble bike at OQG reported to the Chairman that it was damaging the grass. 

Overgrown hedges on Berry Hill  ‒ Problems with overgrown hedges from the Russell Field 

footpath to Berry Hill reported to the Clerk. The Chairman will go to see the householders. 

Storage shed at OQG ‒ The NCA have agreed to repaint it. 

Archiving of files is ongoing; some will go to the Village Hall and others to Somerset Archives. 

Clerk’s hours ‒ 2hrs leave unused from 2014-15 taken on Good Friday; 7.75hrs overtime 

worked during March, of which 2hrs were used Easter Monday; which leaves 5.75hrs owed. 
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5. Correspondence – noted.  

Rural Service Network ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Plunkett Foundation ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Somerset Community Foundation ‒ Enewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Community Council for Somerset (by email, forwarded to Councillors) ‒ Digital version of 

The Thatch newsletter 

CPRE (by email, forwarded to Councillors) ‒ Details of campaigns, newsletters. 

Somerset Local Authorities’ Civil Contingencies Unit ‒ Request for information to help 

develop a database of Somerset Emergency Community Contacts, who can be used as a first 

point of contact when an emergency happens in the area. No response. 

SCC (by email, forwarded to Councillors) ‒ Outcome of Somerset library service review and 

consultation; Nunney will lose one of the stops in the village. 

SCC (by email, forwarded to Councillors) ‒ New contact phone number for SCC. 

BT ‒ Adopt a kiosk: details of the adopt a kiosk for £1 scheme. This was discussed and it was 

noted that the box is still used for phone calls. No action. 

The Pensions Regulator ‒ Under the Pensions Act 2008 the Parish Council must automatically 

enrol staff who meet certain criteria into a workplace pension, the staging date for this is 1 April 

2016. The Council nominated the Clerk as the contact with the Regulator. Action: Clerk. 

SALC (by email) ‒ Details of the Local Government Pension Scheme. Noted. 

SLCC (by email) ‒ Help for Clerks regarding the upcoming elections. 

Grant Thornton ‒ Annual Return for 2014-2015, and supporting papers, for completion by 15th 

June 2015. Noted. 

Gloria Cawood (by email, forwarded to Councillors) ‒ Cllr Cawood’s March report. 

Community Council for Somerset ‒ Membership renewal for 2015-16 ‒ see Item 16. 

Campaign to Protect Rural England ‒ It was agreed to renew membership for 2015-16 (£36). 

Plant Life (by email, forwarded to Councillors & other village organizations) ‒ Details of the 

National Plant Monitoring Scheme. 

Nunney Flower Show (by email to the Chairman) ‒ Request to define who is officially in 

charge of the Old Quarry Gardens and the Bike Track as the boundaries overlap. This was 

discussed and the Clerk was asked to reiterate that the Parish Council continues to be 

responsible for this. 

St John Ambulance (by email) ‒ Request for a donation to support their work in the 

community. Not approved. 

Aster Communities ‒ Incorrect statement of account for hire of hall received ‒ not all 

payments have been credited; the Clerk is sorting this out. 

Somerset Waste Partnership (by email forwarded to Councillors) ‒ Dates for refuse 

collections over the Easter, May & August bank holidays. 

Andy Hamblin (by email) ‒ Request to carry out metal detection over Parish Council land. 

After discussions it was decided against granting permission. 

 

6. Aerial Runway 

In use, but the wire still needs tensioning. Action: KL, RM. 

 

7. Bike Track 
Significant progress has been made with the base; scalping is due to be spread and top-soil to be 

delivered; a French drain will be laid to help drainage of the clay. It was agreed that some of the 

grant money received from SCC will be used for fencing (see item 16). 

 

8. Broadband in Nunney 
Mr Allom has responded to the survey from Field Internet. BT are working near the exchange 

and thought to be installing a green box (possibly for fibre broadband). 

 

9. Burial Ground 

i) Compost bin. This has been repeatedly misused (filled with plastic and other non-

compostable waste and it was agreed to remove it. The bin will be offered to the allotments.  

Members of the public x2 left the meeting. 
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ii) Second memorial on a grave. The Clerk explained that a request had been received to inter 

ashes in an existing double-plot near the hedge and the family would like to install a second 

memorial. This was discussed and agreed. 

 

10. Office Equipment 

The Clerk outlined proposals for new office equipment and explained that the easiest/most cost 

effective way is to purchase is online. This was discussed and agreed; the Clerk was authorized 

to pay using her personal credit card, with the cost to be reclaimed from the Council.  

Action. Clerk. 

 

11. Market Place  
Mrs Ellis presented drawings for a timber-framed shelter; costs (around £9,000) were discussed 

and it was agreed to obtain further quotes. Councillors agreed that they liked the scheme and 

would go forward with the general idea. The Clerk was asked to arrange a site meeting with the 

Planners.  Action: SE, KL, Clerk. 

 

12. Old Quarry Gardens 

i) Gates. The Clerk presented the costs to refurbish the gates, but after discussions it was 

decided not to go ahead. 

ii) Fencing to south boundary. The Clerk sought guidance on the type of fence required and 

who was going to quote. This was discussed and the Clerk was asked to obtain a quote from 

Valley Sawmills for a post and wire fence. Action. Clerk. 

 

13. Neighbourhood Watch 
Nothing to report. Carry forward to June. Action: SCD. 

 

14. Online Banking 

The form for online authorizations was signed by the five Members who are standing for re-

election (KL, SE, RM, SCD and F Hayden). The Clerk will send this to TSB. Action: Clerk. 

 

15. Finance 
i) Final Accounts for 2014-2015. The Clerk circulated hard copies of the final accounts 

(already emailed to Councillors prior to the Meeting) and these were discussed. It was noted 

that the Council has a healthy carry-forward of £34,012. Francis Hayden proposed 

accepting the accounts as a true record, seconded Jeremy Gaunt and agreed unanimously. 

Accordingly the Chairman and Clerk signed the Annual Return Section 1.  

ii) Accounts for Payment: 

The Clerk advised that additional invoices to Parsons Landscapes and Valley Sawmills 

were being presented for payment. 

Cheque 1306 ‒ £278.00 HMR&C (Clerk’s tax for Jan-March 2015)  

Cheque 1307 ‒ £  60.68  Aster (Hire of hall 6-10-14 & 2-2-15) 

Cheque 1308 ‒ £393.44 Beverley Palmer (Salary March 2015 & admin costs £22.85) 

Cheque 1309 ‒ £130.00 Nunney Village Hall (Hire of hall for First Aid Courses x5)   

Cheque 1310 ‒ £  40.00 Community Council for Somerset (Membership 2015-16) 

Cheque 1311 ‒ £480.00 Parsons Landscapes Ltd (Grass cutting & weeding March 

2015)  

Cheque 1312 ‒ £  36.00 Campaign to Protect Rural England (Subscription 2015-16) 

Cheque 1313 ‒ £709.00 Valley Sawmills (fencing for bike track) 

 ii) Receipts: 

£    4.29 Bank interest (Feb 2015) 

£    3.64   Bank interest (March 2015)  
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16. Planning 

Applications:  

MDC 2015/0391/FUL Change of use of extension to form a self-contained one bed dwelling at 

17 Berry Hill, Ridgeway Lane for Mr & Mrs Gerry Down. After discussions it was agreed that 

the Council had “no objections”. 

SCC 2015/0686/CNT Town and county Planning (Development Management Procedure) Order 

2010. For relocation of recycled aggregate facility from Crees Quarry to Bartlett’s Quarry at 

Coleman’s Quarry, Holwell for Aggregate Industries Ltd. No objections. 

Approvals: 

MDC 2015/0073/TCA Proposed pruning of an Ash tree in a Conservation Area at Bridge 

House, Horn Street for John Webb. 

Appeals: 

APP/Q3305/A/14/2226265 Appeal dismissed against the refusal of planning permission the 

demolition of existing dwelling and ancillary buildings to facilitate the erection of 10 dwellings 

with associated highways and landscaping works at Hillcrest, Ridgeway Lane.  

 

17. Rights of Way 
The top of footpath through the Russell Field to Berry Hill is obstructed by an overgrown hedge 

‒ the Chairman will speak to the householder. 

 

18. Reports from Committees and Associations 

i) Village Hall – The new stove has arrived. 

ii) Nunney School – Highways have been asked to repaint the road marking outside the school. 

iii) NCA ‒ Easter activities were a success. 

iv) Quarry ‒ Minutes of the Liaison Meeting 17th March awaited. 

 

19. Items for Next Meeting 
The Clerk advised that as current Councillors stand down on 11th May the next meeting (5th 

May) would cover cheque for payment and planning applications (plus any emergencies) only. 

For June’s meeting: 

Police (the new PCSO will attend SCD); website (FH & RM). 

 

20. Date of Next Meeting 
Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday, 5th May 2015 at 7pm; 

Meeting of Nunney Parish Council to follow at 7.30pm. 

 

The Clerk advised that she will be on leave and so won’t be present at the May Meetings; she thanked 

Members for their help and support over the past four years and wished them well for the future. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 


