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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead Hall on Monday, 5th June 2017 

at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Lisa Ramsay (Chairman), Sheelagh Capstick-Dale, Sue Ellis, Francis Hayden, Cliff Garrod, 

Ken Lloyd, Richard Masters (part), Pia McGee (part), Russell Sadler, Ron Warwick. Also present 

Beverley Palmer (Clerk).  

 

In attendance: Members of the public x3 (all for only part of the Meeting) 

 

1. Apologies for absence  
No apologies given; Simon Forrester did not attend. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 
None declared. 

 

3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 15th May 2017 
Agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

Clare Menzies being present in respect of Agenda Item 10, Footbridge, the Chairman asked to bring 

this forward on the Agenda and this was agreed. 

 

4. Footbridge (was Agenda Item 10) 

Since construction of the extension at 2 Church Street has commenced it has become apparent 

that its garden gate will clash with both access to the footbridge and with the proposed new 

support pads. A meeting was held between interested parties and SCC, and Ron Warwick and 

Ken Lloyd attended on behalf of the Council. They reported that SCC have agreed to move the 

bridge three feet down stream (east) from its current position to allow for the concrete pad to be 

laid, it was noted that although this is better for residents of 2 Church Street it is worse for 

residents of Praters.  

 

Pia McGee and Richard Masters arrived.  

 

Lengthy discussions took place on the positioning of the bridge and whether this should be 

changed completely; Ron Warwick suggest that it be adjusted to be closer to a right-angle to the 

bank; concerns were raised that the amenity seating will be lost and that this will mean the 

access/exit of the bridge will be close to the wall to the castle grounds possibly creating 

problems for wheelchairs and pushchairs. It was agreed no decisions can be made without a 

specific plan for discussion and Claire Menzies said she will forward one that she has had 

drafted. It was noted that it is unlikely that the bridge will now be replaced in 2017, and that it 

may possibly not be until July-Sept 2018. It was agreed that Richard Masters will join the 

Council’s Working Group. 

 

Claire Menzies left the Meeting. 

 

5. Clerks Report & Items for Information – noted. 

Letter and emails – as directed at the meeting 2-5-17. 

Parish Council documents from the Annual Meeting updated and circulated. 

Market Place Appeal Details from the Planning Inspectorate (as at close of the consultation 

period) were forwarded to Councillors; the Chairman decided that an Extraordinary Meeting 

was not required and no further comments had been made. The Planning Inspector has been 

asked the Clerk (as appellant) be present during his site visit 6th June. 

20mph Speed Limit It seems there may be a possibility of a scheme going ahead if the Parish 

Council funds it (£5,500+). The Clerk advised that Highways have now provided a proposal and 
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route plan which will be for discussion at July’s Meeting. Details from any cyclist and 

pedestrian count to be forwarded to the Clerk. 

Allotments The Clerk has sorted out the allotment paperwork. Agreements (amended to remove 

chickens/rabbits/sheds), plot plans, bonfire rules, notes of the meeting 28-3-17 and a covering 

letter (addressing most of the issues raised by the member of the public) have been distributed 

to plot holders. There are four vacant plots which have been advertised; one has been taken and 

the Clerk asked if the Council would allow her (as a resident of Trudoxhill) to take a plot. This 

was discussed and agreed and the Chairman signed her Tenancy Agreement. Two other 

applications, one from a resident of Holcombe and one from Frome, were refused. 

Adult exercise equipment For discussion at July’s Meeting. 

Annual Accounts 2016-17 & Annual Return Internal audit of final accounts completed with 

no items of concern. Advertising of Electors Rights will be 6th June to 18th July. See also Items 

11 and 15 i, b & c. 

Additional Parking at Flowerfield and Glebelands. It is understood that although Mendip 

may be prepared to release land to the PC it is unlikely that they will help with finance. Aster 

have yet to respond regarding the garages on the estate, but Ken Lloyd will chase them. Agenda 

item for July. Action: KL. 

Burial Ground Interments of Gordon Watts (15-5); Aileen Ball (19-5); Diana Millar (2-6). 

Chairman’s Training Course Lisa Ramsay attended a SALC training course in Somerton and 

it was agreed to pay her travelling expenses. See Item 15 ii. 

Charity of Thomas Harris and Thomas Turner Sue Ellis explained that she has prepared a 

letter to send to other trustees regarding modernising the charity, but this has not yet been sent 

as another trustee is also making moves for change.  

New Clerk Advertisement placed with SALC and on the notice board; closing date is noon on 

30-6-17; interviews 21-7-17. No enquiries receive at date. 

Replacement swings For discussion at July’s Meeting. 

Road surfaces The Clerk is waiting for a reply from Highways regarding why Castle Street was 

resurfaced but not the rest of the village. No reply at date. 

Playground for south end of the village For discussion at July’s Meeting.  

Village Shop Pia McGee said she would try to get some information for the next Meeting.  

War memorial A valuation having been received (£12,000), the Asset Register (see Item 8) and 

insurance schedule have been updated. 

 

6. Correspondence – General correspondence is forwarded to Councillors as/when appropriate; it 

is duly noted by this Meeting. 

Rural Service Network, CPRE, Community Council for Somerset, Plunkett Foundation 

and other organisations Enewsletters/other relevant information forwarded to Councillors as 

available. 

Frome Town Council Invitations/information forwarded to Councillors where relevant.  

MDC Link to the Parishes Information Bulletin May 2017. 

Email from a lapsed allotment holder advising that slow worms are on the site (plot 13); plot 

holders have been advised. 

Request to plant a commemorative flowering cherry at the Old Quarry Gardens. This was 

discussed and it was felt that the burial ground might be more appropriate (also for future 

requests to plant commemorative trees). Sue Ellis will speak to the enquirer. Action: SE. 

Charity Commission Reminder to complete the Annual Return for The Russell Field.  

Nunney Village Hall Letter of thanks from the Village Hall for the donation towards 

refurbishment of the toilets. 

CSW Group Invitation to a Total Transport Strategy meeting to discuss transport in Somerset. 

Noted.  

Playsafety RoSPA Notification that Nunney’s recreational facilities annual safety inspections 

will be in June. 

Nunney School nomination of Pauline Andrews, Senior Teaching Assistant, for the SCC 

Chairman’s Award, if there is one, for this year. Note and agreed in principal 

Water2Business Notification that as a business customer both of the Council’s accounts (Old 

Quarry Gardens and Byfields Cemetery) are now provided by Water2Business.  
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7. Affordable Housing  

The Chairman advised that from discussions with the housing association Hastoe may be 

interested in developing affordable homes – she said she felt that the aim should be to provide 

homes at an affordable rent. It was noted that a meeting has yet to be held with Mendip to agree 

the housing need survey and that this needs to happen soon. It was noted that here are a couple 

of small plots of land in the village that may be suitable for 6-8 dwellings. Action: LR/KL/PM. 

 

8. Asset Register for 2017-18  

This has been updated to include the War Memorial  and the new total of £142,306 was noted 

and agreed. 

 

9. Dead Tree by the Footbridge 

The large willow to the northeast of the footbridge is dead and it was agreed that this needs to 

be felled. The Clerk said she had asked whether the dead trunk would have been suitable for a 

chainsaw carving, but the wood is too soft. A quotation from Pearns Tree Service of £840 

inclusive of VAT to fell the tree to ground level and remove all debris was discussed and agreed 

– Pearns will apply for the requisite planning permission. Action: Clerk. 

 

10. Fencing at the Old Quarry Gardens 

Sheelagh Capstick-Dale advised that some of the fencing at the Gardens is rotten – after some 

discussion it was noted that this is the original fencing along the Garden border to the car park. 

The Clerk was asked to get a quote for its repair/replacement. Action: Clerk. 

 

11. Internal Audit 

i) Annual Return 2016-17 Internal Audit Report (page 5) 

The Internal Audit was concluded satisfactorily and there are no items of concern. Francis 

Hayden offered a vote of thanks to the Clerk. 

ii) Interim Audit of Accounts for 2017-18 

With a change of Clerk planned later in the year, the Internal Auditor has proposed that an 

interim internal audit is carried out, and this was agreed unanimously. John Horsey confirms 

his fee will remain at £80.00 and that he is happy to continue to audit the Council’s accounts 

going forward. 

 

12. Nunney Street Fayre 

Simon Forrester not being present discussions did not take place. Jeremy Gaunt (present as a 

member of the public) said that the Street Fayre is going ahead and said that he is acting as an 

advisor only.  

 

13. Signs and Road Markings at the Junction of Ridgeway/Ridgeway Lane 
Pia McGee has spoken to the residents of Ridgeway Cottage and Post Box Cottage, which are 

both on the junction, and neither householder likes the idea of the ‘stop’ sign changing to a 

‘give way’. It was felt that parking may also be a concern; it was noted that it is illegal to park 

with 10m/32’ of a junction. It was agreed to invite the householders to the next PC Meeting. 

Action: PM. 
 

14. Lease of Land for Electricity Sub-Station at The Russell Field 
i) SSE confirm they are happy with the proposal to renew the lease from 2017 for 21 years at 

£150pa. 

ii) Their offer of £500 as a one-off payment to cover 1974 to 2017 was rejected and the Clerk 

was given guidance to respond. Action: Clerk. 

 

Members of the public x2 left the meeting. 
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15. Finance 
£2,500.00 was transferred to the current account 2-5-17. 

i) Annual return for 2016-2017 

a) To verify the Bank Balances. The Clerk presented the bank statements as at 31-3-17 and 

Francis Hayden verified that the closing balances (current and deposit accounts) matched 

the figures reported in the Final Accounts and on the bank reconciliation and duly initialled 

the reconciliation. 

b) Annual Governance Statement, Section 1. Councillors completed the Annual Governance 

Statement and this was signed by the Chairman and Clerk (as RFO). 

c) Accounting Statement, Section 2. Councillors agreed the Accounting Statement. Proposed 

as a true record Francis Hayden, seconded Sheelagh Capstick-Dale and signed by the 

Chairman and Clerk. 

ii) Accounts for Payment:  
Standing Order -  £616.50 Parsons Landscapes Ltd (Grounds maintenance) 

Cheque 1437 –  £837.60   James Long Masons Ltd (Work to the War 

Memorial) 

Cheque 1438  –   £  30.00     SALC (Chairman’s Training Course) 

Cheque 1439 –   £527.22    AON Ltd (Annual insurance) 

Cheque 1440  –   £  80.00 John Horsey (Internal Audit of accounts for 2016-

17)  

Cheque 1441  –   £488.69    Beverley Palmer (salary for May and overtime for 

March & April 2017 & admin costs £33.75) 

Cheque 1442    –  £  15.16    Aster (hire of hall 3-4-17) 

Cheque 1443   –   £  22.77   Lisa Ramsay (Return mileage to Somerton) 

iii) Receipts:  
  £   1.71  Bank interest (May 2017) 

 £376.00  Dignity Funeral Services Ltd (Interment of Gordon 

Watts) 

 £114.00 Dignity Funeral Services Ltd (Interment of Aileen 

Ball) 

 £114.00 Elizabeth Snell and Family (Interment Diana Millar)  

 

16. Planning 

Applications: 

MDC 2017/1219/HSE Single storey rear extension at The Brambles, Ridgeway Lane for Steven 

Holley. No objections. 

Approvals:  

MDC 2017/0810 TPO not required for works to trees in a CA at The Old Bakehouse, 

Market Place for Nicholas Ives. 
Other: 

Hawthorn Cottage A condition of the planning permission for the building of a dwelling on 

Ridgeway Lane (now Nashet House) was that this cottage should not be a separate dwelling to 

Hawthorn, Ridgeway (Planning Approval 2013/0987 refers). However, the Council understands 

that it may now be being rented out separately and this was discussed. It was decided to let this 

rest and that it is not a parish council issue.  

Wall at 1a High Street  

A wall has been built on the corner of Ridgeway Lane and High Street at 1a High Street. 

Planning permission (see planning approval 2012/1302) states that this should be a maximum of 

900mm above the road surface and the Clerk was instructed to write to the owner asking them 

to check the height of the wall against their planning approval. Action: Clerk. 
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17. Reports from Organisations and Associations 

i) NCA – Nil 

ii) Village Hall ‒ Refurbishment of the ladies toilets has been started. 

iii) Nunney School – Nil.  

iv) Church – Now open and a concert planned. Councillors congratulated Ken Lloyd on all his 

efforts in getting refurbishment works done. 

v) Police – Sheelagh Capstick-Dale said there is yet another PCSO, she will circulate details. 

 

18. Rights of Way – Nil. 

 

19. Items for the next Meeting – Nil. 

 

20. Date of Next Meeting 
3rd July 2017 at 7.30pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.18pm. 


