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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Dallimore Mead Hall Monday, 3rd October 2016 

at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Ken Lloyd (Chairman), Sheelagh Capstick-Dale, Sue Ellis, Pia McGee (part), Cliff Garrod, 

Francis Hayden, Russell Sadler (part), Ron Warwick. Also present: Beverley Palmer (Clerk). 

 

In attendance: Cllr David van Dyk. 

 

1. Apologies for absence Lisa Ramsay, Simon Forrester (unwell). Richard Masters did not attend.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest – Ken Lloyd declared a personal interest in respect of Item 11, 

Donation to Nunney Church. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 5th September 2016 
Agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

4. Clerks Report & Items for Information – noted. 

Letter and emails – as directed at the meeting 5-9-16. 

Work to trees Already started; expected to be completed w/e 14-10-16.  

Bike track No issues. 

New Councillor Introductory and statutory information provided to Simon Forrester. 

Contact list Updated and circulated.  

Repairs to the road bridge The Chairman is seeking to establish whether the Parish Council 

can carry out repairs.  

Burial ground Interment of Percy Horler, 19-9-16.  

SCC Chairman’s Award for Services to the Community 2016 Awarded to Ken Lloyd for his 

services to the school, church, parish council, NCA and more. Hilary and Anthony Allom will 

accompany Ken to the award ceremony and it was agreed to reimburse their mileage. 

Councillors Henry Pomeroy and Frances Tyson have both volunteered to be Councillors, but at 

present there are no vacancies. 

Register of Members Interests Forms for Pia McGee and Francis Hayden yet to be submitted.  

Action: PM, FH. 
Mink Information from the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust provided to Councillors. Ken 

Lloyd said the mink in Nunney Brook may have been shot. 

Russell Sadler arrived. 

Pia McGee arrived. 

Community Assets Ron Warwick gave an update on progress of completing the forms and this 

was discussed; he will send Members the drafts for comment. Action: RW. 

Wasps Nests in the country are not the Parish Council responsibility; the Clerk circulated 

information from Mendip on pests. 

4 Market Place The owner is building a wall outside this property to hide the wheelie bins for 

both numbers 3 & 4. The Chairman advised that Mendip have no objections to this. 

Precept 2017-2018 The Clerk asked Members to consider items for next year’s budget which 

she will soon be preparing. The Precept will be discussed at November’s Meeting.  

Guard House Weeds in the roof addressed. 

Nunney Footbridge – Design for the replacement bridge awaited. 

 

5. Correspondence – noted 

Rural Service Network, CPRE – eNewsletters forwarded to Councillors as available. 

Frome Town Council Information forwarded to Councillors as available.  

MDC Parishes Information Bulletin Sept 2016 forwarded to Councillors. 

CPRE Notification of the AGM on 13-10-16 at Currey Rivel.  
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Somerset Highways SID results for Frome Road 11-30 August 2016 forwarded to Councillors. 

On Tuesday, 30th August 907 vehicles, compared to the usual 200-300, came through Nunney, 

but no one could think of an explanation for this. The results were duly noted.  

Somerset Waste Partnership September briefing notes forwarded to councillors. 

MDC Appeal for donations towards the Somerset Community Justice Partnership, which 

supports victims of crime. After discussions it was decided not to donate. 

MDC Details of how to use the online system for reporting a problem with a footpath or 

highway, forwarded to Councillors.  

SALC Details of a workshop on cemetery management and safety of memorials. 

SALC Overview/link to the new Bill on Neighbourhood Planning and Development; forwarded 

to Councillors.  

SALC Consultation on the Draft 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement, which 

proposes that all councils will need to hold a referendum (at its cost) should it wish to raise the 

precept by 2% or more. See also Item 8. 

 

6. Allotments 

a) The Clerk explained that the notes from the plot holders meeting for 2016 (forwarded to 

Councillors) answered a number of the Council’s outstanding questions. It was noted that 

there is a waiting list of two. The Clerk advised that Mary Cross will remain at Coordinator.  

b) Plot holders have been discussing whether the plot fee should be based on plot size (per 

linear metre or per square metre) and have asked for the Council’s opinion. It was noted that 

plot sizes vary significantly, which is by choice of the plot holders; it was further noted that 

two small plots are currently being amalgamated. After lengthy discussions Councillors 

agreed that the work required to measure the plots and change to a fee based on meterage is 

neither practical nor worthwhile. Given that the current fee is just £7/annum, Councillors 

had the view that this should not be an issue for anyone, and it was agreed to discuss an 

increase when deciding the fees for next year.  

 

7. Grass cutting 
a) The Clerk provided an information paper to Members on the Council’s grass cutting and 

grounds maintenance in which she explained the historic and current costs, and the three-

year contract. She further explained the areas of grass that are cut by the Parish Council and 

those which are Mendip’s responsibility (map provided by MDC forwarded to Councillors).  

b) The Clerk explained that since the current 3-year contract was negotiated in 2014/15, but 

that the Council’s needs have changed substantially since then, with it now having full 

responsibility for all work at the Old Quarry Gardens, and she asked Councillors to consider 

renegotiating the contract this winter. She went on to explained the work involved in 

producing the quote document is extensive and asked whether Parsons Landscapes, who 

have proved to be a competitive and reliable contractor, could be the sole company 

approached. These issues were discussed and agreed unanimously. Action: Clerk. 

  

8. Local Government Finance Settlement 2017/18 

This draft statute (forwarded to Councillors prior to this Meeting) proposes that should any 

council decide to raise the precept by 2% or more it will need to hold a referendum at its own 

cost (expected to be about £2000). The Clerk, explained that both the national and local council 

associations were encouraging all Councils to respond and object to the Paper. Discussions took 

place and Councillors agreed unanimously to object to the proposal; the Clerk was asked to 

respond accordingly. Action: Clerk. 

 

9. Market Place 

The Clerk said that she has gathered information and made a good start on the appeal 

submission but did not yet have anything to show Councillors; she thanked Ron Warwick for 

producing a response to the “objections” to be included in the submission.  Action: Clerk.  
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10. Nunney Castle Moat 

The Chairman explained that the moat is not the Parish Council’s responsibility. None the less 

concerns were expressed that the water level in the moat is low, and extended discussions took 

place. The Clerk was asked to contact English Heritage to ask them to take a look, and also to 

tell them that the safety fencing has been damaged. Action: Clerk. 

 

11. Nunney Church 

The Chairman explained that a letter has been received from the church asking if the Parish 

Council would contribute to the “repair the roof” fund; it was noted that another £35,000 is 

needed to complete the work. The Clerk advised that although the Council has no Power to 

support the church, it can donate a modest amount under Section 137 of the Local Government 

Act. It was suggested that a donation of £550, the same as that given to the school for its 120 

year celebration, wold be appropriate. Proposed Ron Warwick and agreed; Ken Lloyd did not 

vote. 

 

12. Old Quarry Gardens 

a) Manhole Cover 

This is in the waste ground north of the bike track and it covers an old soakaway. Russell 

Sadler said he would make it safe. Action: RS. 

b) Memorial to David Adams  

The Clerk explained that the commemorative tree to David Adams (former PCSO) is 

becoming a shrine with a surround of plastic fencing and plastic bottles of flowers. The 

Chairman said he had not been able to establish who is doing this; Sheelagh Capstick-Dale 

said she would contact the police to see if they have any information. After discussions, 

Councillors agreed this is inappropriate and that, in due course, the fence and flowers 

should be removed. Action: SCD, Clerk. 

c) Additional Litter Bins 

The Clerk presented Members with a choice of litter bins and these were discussed. 

Councillors liked the idea of the twin-bins and selected the Gemini design. The location was 

agreed as being to the side of the gate/path to the bike track. Russell Sadler kindly offered to 

do the installation work. The Clerk also suggested that aperture flaps be purchased for the 

existing Enviropol bin as it is often raided by seagulls/foxes; and this was agreed. Action: 

Clerk. 

 

13. Parking and Traffic Congestion 

The Chairman explained that Highways had been in the village looking at the problems of 

parked cars at junctions, and they are going to repaint the hatched lines. They will add further 

hatching at the junction of Horn Street towards the bridge and up Castle Hill. Heated 

discussions took place and the Councillors involved agreed to meet outside the Meeting. 

Action: KL, RW.  

 

14. Playground Upgrade 

It having been agreed to start updating the village play facilities in 2017 and Russell Sadler and 

Ken Lloyd have met to look at the current equipment. They made the following suggestions:  

a) To replace the swings which are rusty and old; price to be obtained. Action: KL, RS. 

b) To get costs for a set of adult exercise equipment to be installed adjacent, but separate to, 

the current playground. (It was thought that grants for this aspect might be more available.) 

Action: KL, RS. 

c) Seats, Ken Lloyd felt that an extra seat (there are currently two) would be nice; the Clerk 

suggested contacting Robin Carr, whose offer of a commemorative bench has yet to be 

accepted. Action: KL.  

d) Russell Sadler said that the five-a-side goalmouths were worn, but that he will repair them 

this winter. Action: RS. 

The Clerk explained that she would need the costs for these proposals to include in the 2017-18 

budget.  
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15. Website (nunney.org) 

The Clerk updated Councillors on the website and its use. She explained that under The 

Transparency Code it is necessary for parish councils to have their own website and that NPC 

will continue to use nunney.org. However, the current website needs to be refreshed and she met 

Simon Forrester last summer to discuss this. It was decided that the Clerk will do the “working 

pages”, after which Mr Forrester will do the “pretty bits”. It is intended that NPC will be the 

“owner” but that pages will be offered to all Nunney organisations - for them to input and 

update their own information. Work on the new website has not yet started because of the 

Clerk’s workload. Action: Clerk. 

 

16. Finance 
£1,000.00 transferred from the deposit account to the current account 5-9-16. 

i)         Accounts for Payment:  
The Clerk advised that there were two additional invoices for payment: Aster (for hire of 

hall); Grant Thornton UK LLP (for the audit of the Annual Return).  

Cheque 1396 –  £307.20   HMR&C (Clerk’s tax July-Sept 2016)  

Cheque 1397  –  £396.78 Beverley Palmer (salary & admin costs £22.57 for 

Sept 2016 

Cheque 1398  –  £480.00 Parsons Landscapes Ltd (Grass cutting and weeding 

Sept 2016)  

Cheque 1399  –  £  39.09 Bristol Wessex Billing Services Ltd (water to burial 

ground and OQG Feb-Aug 2016) 

Cheque 1400  –  £  30.34 Aster (hire of hall 1-8-16) 

Cheque 1401  –  £120.00 Grant Thornton UK LLP (Audit of Annual Return 

for 2015-16)  

ii) Receipts: 

£106.00 Dignity Funeral Services Ltd (interment Percy 

Horler) 

£  14.00   Dignity Funeral Services Ltd (interment Percy 

Horler) 

£    5.66    Bank interest (Sept 2016) 

 

17. Planning 

Applications: 

2016/2115/TCA Proposed works to trees in a CA: Cherry tree formative pruning; whitebeam 

reduce canopies 3.6m as practicable; Walnut reduce extended laterals by 1.8m, lift low canopy 

to 3.5m, remove deadwood; Holly fell to ground level; Birch crown raise to maintain shape, 

remove deadwood; Tulip sensitive crown and formative prune, remove deadwood; Pear 

maintain at current dimension; at Court Farm House, Church Street for Mr R Bell. No 

objections. 

2016/2374/TCA To fell an ash tree in the garden of Bridge House, Horn Street as it has caused 

a crack in the boundary wall and may be damaging the sewer drains for Mrs Marianne Webb. 

After discussions it was agreed that it is a good idea to fell this tree which is too large. 

 

18. Reports from Organisations and Associations 

a) NCA – Nil. 

b) Village Hall ‒ Nil. 

iii) Nunney School – Pia McGee agreed to take over reporting on the school. 

 

19. Rights of Way  

Nothing to report. 

 

20. Items for the next Meeting 
Q2 Accounts (Clerk); Precept for 2017-18 (Clerk/All); burial ground fees – 3-year review 

(Clerk); Weed in Nunney Brook (SE). 
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21. Date of Next Meeting – 7th November 2016 at 7.30pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 


